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  Men’s Bible Study  

Sermon On The Mount
Matthew 5:33-37
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.' 34 But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.”

1.  After reading through these verses, what would you say to someone if they asked you what they were about?

Note:  To be clear from the get go, in these verses Jesus is talking about the “I swear on the Bible” type of swearing, where someone makes a vow or an oath.  He is not talking about cursing or foul language.  I am not condoning cussing,     I am simply pointing out that foul language is not addressed in these verses.
2.  In order to better understand what Jesus is referring to, read the following verses from the Old Testament about this topic and write down the general idea from each of them.

Exodus 20:7

Exodus 20:16

Leviticus 19:12

Deuteronomy 23:21-23

Psalm 76:11

3.   Now do the same with these verses from the New Testament.

Matthew 23:16-22

John 8:44

Ephesians 4:25

Colossians 3:9

Colossians 4:6

4.  In ancient times, people often made oaths swearing by things or by people.  Oaths were taken very seriously and were expected to be honored, no matter what the consequences might be.  Today, we do not tend to make oaths.  What are some things people do or say to make our statements appear stronger or more reliable?

Challenge:  Can you think of any places in Scripture where someone makes an oath?  Write down 2 incidents (the chapter, verse, and a quick explanation of who made the oath and what the oath was).
5.   Jesus gave examples of inappropriate oaths.  Why is it inappropriate to swear by:

heaven

the earth

your head

a.  Although Jesus specifically mentioned these things, what was His overall command? Verse 34

6.   Rather than swear at all, what was Jesus’ instruction in verse 37?

a. How should we respond when people try to get us to make promises or extra assurances?
7.   Why do you think the issue of making oaths was important for Jesus to correct?

8.  How would you sum up what the Bible says about oaths, telling the truth, and keeping your word?

But most of all, my brothers and sisters, never take an oath, 
by heaven or earth or anything else.  Just say a simple yes or no, so that you will not sin and be condemned.

                          - James 5:12 (NLT) 
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