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  Men’s Bible Study  

Sermon On The Mount
Matthew 5:38-42
38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. 41 And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. 42 Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away. 
1.  After reading through these verses, what would you say to someone if they asked you what they were about?

a.  An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  I know this is not easy, but try to explain what these words mean.

b.  Turn the other (cheek).  Again, I know this is not easy, but what do you think this means?
2.   What does Jesus say our responses are to be to the following:

Someone slaps you on the cheek

Someone wants to sue you and take away your tunic (inner garment)

Someone compels you to go one mile

Someone wants something from you or wants to borrow something from you

3.   In what ways are these responses counter to revenge?  

4.   What is the attitude Jesus is looking for here?

5.  The phrases “eye for an eye” and “turn the other cheek” are very controversial.  What are some of the misunderstandings people have regarding these Biblical principles?

6.   What do you personally find most difficult about Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 5:38-42?

7.  We are told in John 13:35 that we, as Christ’s disciples, will be known by our love for one another.  Read 1 Corinthians 13.  In what ways do love and Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6:38-42 go together?

8.  We are told in Ephesians 4:32, that we are to forgive one another.  In what ways do forgiveness and Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6:38-42 go together?

Challenge:  Define love as we have learned it from God

Challenge: Define forgiveness

9.  In what ways have you been challenged and encouraged to have a spirit of love and forgiveness rather than of revenge?
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