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Men’s Bible Study  

Ephesians 3:1-13

PRAY; Read Ephesians 3:1-13
1. Read through this week’s verses using both your Observation Worksheets and another Bible translation or paraphrase.  What are the main subjects mentioned in our text?

Verses  1-7        

Verses  8-13

How would you title this section?  Record your title on the At A Glance Chart.
2.  At the right-hand side of the same chart are columns labeled Key Word and Symbol.  They have been provided for you to record the key words and the symbol you have chosen to represent each one.  Record the key words listed below and their symbols on the chart.    

God, Jesus, Spirit, and grace

New to this lesson:  mystery

Term of conclusion:  for this reason, therefore

Now, using the symbols you have chosen, mark each of the key words each time they are used in Ephesians 3:1-13.  Remember, as you mark the words God and Jesus, to mark any personal pronouns that refer to Them.  You do not need to mark every word that refers Them – only those that you feel are significant.      

3.  Using your marked references to Jesus, make a list of what Ephesians 3:1-13 reveals about Him.  Record the verse reference next to each one.

a.  Summarize, in your own words, what these verses teach about Jesus. 

4.  Before his conversion to Christianity, Paul had an impressive résumé.  He referred to himself as a Hebrew of Hebrews, concerning the law, a Pharisee (see Philippians 3:4-7).  That is like saying, "I was among the most religious of the religious".  In contrast, how does Paul identify himself in Ephesians 3:1?

a.  Whose prisoner did he gladly refer himself to be?

b.  At the time of this writing, Paul was a prisoner in Rome.  Why do you think he described himself as a prisoner of Jesus Christ?

5.  As Bible students, always be on the lookout for repeated words in Scripture.  From Ephesians 3:3, what had God made known to Paul?  The answer is a word that is found 3 times in verses 1-13.

Note:   a mystery, as Paul refers to, is a spiritual truth once hidden, but now revealed.  For cross-reference, read Romans 11:25 and Colossians 1:26,27.
6.   To what mystery is Paul referring in Ephesians 3:3? 

7.   What does Ephesians 3:5 tell us about this mystery?

a.   By Whom was the mystery revealed?

1.)  What do the following verses tell us about the Holy Spirit?
John 14:26

John 16:13

a.)  Have you experienced this in your life?  In what ways?

b.  What do the following verses say to deepen our understanding of this mystery?
Galatians 3:14

Galatians 3:26-28

8.    What two privileges do believing Gentiles now have?  See Ephesians 3:6
a.  The Christian Jews struggled with this newly revealed mystery.  Can you think of a time that, as a Christian, your thinking was wrong and it had to be corrected?  If so, briefly share that experience.
9.   In Ephesians 3:1, Paul described himself as a prisoner of Jesus Christ.  What does he call himself in verse 7? 
10.  What was Paul’s ministry?

a.  Describe Paul's ministry attitude using the following verses:

Acts 14:22

2 Corinthians 1:6

Galatians 6:9

Hebrews 12:3,4

11.  What is your ministry?

12.   What can you learn from Paul’s attitude towards and relentless passion for his ministry?
13.  What phrase does Paul use to describe himself in verse 8?

a.  Read 1 Corinthians 15:9 and 1 Timothy 1:15.  Summarize what Paul is saying about himself.
1.)  How do you think someone who thought of himself this way could be used by God?

14.  Paul was given grace to preach among the Gentiles (Ephesians 3:8).  What specifically does this verse say he was to preach?

Challenge:  Define the word unsearchable as it is used in this verse.

15.  His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 3:10 NIV).  In your own words, explain what this verse means.

Challenge:  Define the word manifold as it is used in this verse to describe God's wisdom.

a.  What does God plan to use to make this message known? 
b.  To whom is the message made known?
16.  What phrase from verse 11 discloses that this mystery was not an afterthought?

17.  In Whom was this plan accomplished?  verse 11
a.  What does God say about His plans in Isaiah 14:24?

b.  What affect does knowing the surety of God's plans have on your life?

18.  Because of Jesus, what does verse 12 say that we have?

a.  Using Paul's words in verse 12, describe this access that we have.

1.)  Now describe in your own words the boldness and confident access we have to God.

2.)  According to Hebrews 4:15,16 what can we find at the throne of grace?

19.  Therefore (Ephesians 3:13) what does Paul ask the Gentile believers not to do?

20.  Share something from Paul's example that has challenged you.

for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—

I am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying—

a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

                                   - 1 Timothy 2:7

� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3 ���








6
2

_1314435316.bin

