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Men’s Bible Study  

Ephesians 2:11-22

PRAY  

Read Ephesians 2:11-22

1. Read through this week’s verses using both your Observation Worksheet and another Bible translation or paraphrase.  Our text has been divided into 3 sections.   List below the subject(s) covered in each section.

Verses  11-13        
Verses  14-18

Verses  19-22

How would you title each section?  Record your titles on the At a Glance Chart.
Now record a title for the second chapter of Ephesians.

2.  At the right-hand side of the same chart are columns labeled Key Word and Symbol.  They have been provided for you to record the key words and the symbol you have chosen to represent each one.  Record the key words listed below and their symbols on the chart.    

God, Jesus, and Spirit

New to this lesson:  were/once, you/we

Term of conclusion:  therefore

Contrast:  but

Now, using the symbols you have chosen, mark each of the key words each time they are used in Ephesians 2:11-22.  Remember, as you mark the words God and Jesus, to mark any personal pronouns that refer to Them. 

3.  Using the symbols you used to mark were and once, complete the first column.  Now, look at the words you and we.  Some of these indicate what we were like before Jesus, some after.  Complete the second column using only the ones that indicate what God has now made us to be.  Record the verse number in parenthesis to the right of each answer.  We have recorded the first ones for you.

	We Were / Once
	           We Are

	Gentiles in the flesh, called Uncircumcision (11)

without Christ (12)


	  brought near (13)


4.   It would be impossible for us to have any of the privileges of the second column without the work of the cross.  Scan through Ephesians 2:11-22 and make a list of what they reveal that God has done.

             5.  What is your favorite thought revealed through making the list above?  Why?

6.   Much of this section of Ephesians was written to remind the Gentiles that they are entitled to all the privileges of believing Jews.  Verse 11 begins with the term of conclusion therefore.  What did the Circumcision (Jews) call Gentiles?

Note:  The physical sign of God's covenant with the Jews was circumcision in the flesh, by removing the male foreskin.  Since the Gentiles did not have the physical mark of circumcision to set them apart as God's people, many Jews considered them to be spiritually inferior and of no concern to God.

7.    Read Romans 2:28-29.  What type of circumcision does God desire?

a.  What does Philippians 3:3 say about this?

8.    Read Ephesians 2:12.  Define the word hope.  
a.  Contrast the hope of the believer to the hope of the unbeliever.

9.    What does Romans 5:2-5 teach us about hope?

Challenge:  Record the references of some of your favorite verses about hope.

10.  Ephesians 2:14-18 explains Christ's great act of reconciling the Jews and Gentiles by the blood of Christ.  How is Jesus described in verse 14?
a.  Challenge: define the word peace.
11.  What did Christ break down (verse 14)?  

a.  How does the gospel break down religious and social barriers?

12.  What does Ephesians 2:15 say Jesus created in Himself?

a.  Galatians 3:27-28 and 6:15 help to clarify what this means.  What do they say?

13.  In Christ, what is every Christian's relationship to other Christians?
14.  According to Ephesians 2:16, through what are we both reconciled to one another and to God?
15.   To whom did Christ preach peace? verse 17
16.   Now all of us, both Jews and Gentiles, may come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because  of what Christ has done for us (Ephesians 2:18 NLT).  Ephesians 3:12 and Hebrews 4:16 use a similar word to describe how we may approach God because of the access we now have.  What is it?

a.  Describe this boldness in your own words.

17.  Describe the access a believer has to God.

a.  For you, what is the greatest thing about having access to God?

18.  Verse 19 begins Now, therefore.  Because Jesus made a way for all believers, whether Jew or Gentile, to have access to the Father, what transition has occurred?  verse 19
a.  According to Philippians 3:20 where is our new citizenship?   
b.  Many foreigners come to the United States as citizens of another country.  They often seek to change their citizenship to officially become an American.  How might a person's life change when their citizenship changes?

1).  How should our lives change as we recognize we are citizens of heaven?

19.  We are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself (Ephesians 2:20 NLT).  What does Psalm 118:22 say about the chief cornerstone?  NOTE: This phrase is quoted six times in the New Testament, each time referring to Jesus as the cornerstone. 
a.  In what ways are buildings dependent upon the chief cornerstone?

20.  Read Ephesians 2:21-22.  This building, made up of believers and Jesus, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.  For what purpose are we being built together?

a.  What does 1 Corinthians 3:16 teach about God's dwelling place?

21.  Share something from this lesson that has impacted you.

This includes you who were once so far away from God.  You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions, yet now he has brought you back as his friends.  He has done this through his death on the cross in his own human body.  As a result, he has brought you into the very presence of God, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault.

                                                                                            - Colossians 1:21-22 NLT

� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3 ���








6
5

_1314435316.bin

